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Introduction
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Urban sprawl

ñThe urban future of Europe is a matter of great concern. 
More than a quarter of the European Union's territory 
has now been directly affected by urban land use; by 
2020, approximately 80 % of Europeans will be living in 
urban areas, while in seven countries the proportion 
will be 90 % or more. As a result, the various demands 
for land in and around cities are becoming increasingly 
acute. On a daily basis, we all witness rapid, visible 
and conflicting changes in land use which are shaping 
landscapes in cities and around them as never beforeò

Source: European Environmental Agency ï2006 : óUrban Sprawl in 
Europeô



Land consumption in 

Europe

Á1990 ï2000: 
Á8,000 km² 

Á (or 0.25% of combined agriculture, forest and natural land)

Á25 m²/sec

Source: EEA ï2006

ÁEstimated over 3 million contaminated sites in Europe 
(number growing as investigations grow)
ÁTotal surface estimated: 3,000 to 15,000 km²

Source: EEA ïAug 2007


