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1. Context - clip DGO3

2. Legal framework/tools & 

objectives
1. Conservation of natural resources/ to 

manage the impacts of human activity

2. Procedures & Definitions ïHelp citizens

3. Information

3. Questions/answers

Outline



2. Legal framework and tools : goals -
Conservation of natural resources

ÅSoil Decree (2008)

1. To conserve the 

resources

2. To manage the 

impacts of the 

industrial

activity

ÅWalloon code of good 

practices (2013)

1. Method & Content 

(studies) 

2. How to manage the 

soil polluted files



Soil Decree (2008)

2.1 conservation of natural

resources
Á Groundwater resources

Á Hydrographic network

Á Natura 2000 network



Soil Decree (2008)

2.1 To manage the impacts 

of industrial activities
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Landscapes and human activity
Human activities and industriesôve

mainly been developped along the 

waterway networks and the 

richness of the subsoil (Sambre-

and-Meuse riverline)
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Long history of industrial activity

Seraing - 1926 (from AIDE)

Angleur- 1855 (from CHST)

ÅXVIIIth : coaland metal (iron) 
mining

ÅXIXth : 2nd industrialworld 
power
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Potential contaminated sites

The number of 

potential

contaminated sites in 

Wallonia is between 

4.497(inventory) (11 

542 ha) & 17.000

A testimony to 

Walloniaôs industrial 

past. 



2.2 Procedures & Definitions

Soil Protection 
preventing soil pollution and other
degradation : erosion, reduction of 
organic matter,é.

Soil Remediation
Identifying potential sources of pollution

organizing investigations to establish the 
existence of pollution and to quantify

determining the right soil remediation
scheme



2.2 Procedures Definitions

SOIL = Superficial layer of earth 

crust including groundwater and 

other present elements and 

organisms



2.2 Procedures & Definitions

ÅThe norms (Annex I) based on risk assessment

ÅThe field use (Annex II (type of uses)

ÅPollution: Exceeding the threshold value

ÅNew ( after 30/4/2007) or historical

pollution  (before 30/4/2007)

ÅPotentially contaminated site /« field» 
Suspected pollution due to activities or accidents 

(Annex III listing activities and installation likely

polluting soils (231) : Coal mining, dry cleaning, gas

station



Permit application

Closure of activities

Accident-damage

Transfer of land

2.2 Procedures & Definitions

OBLIGATION FOR SOIL STUDY IN THE CASE OF RISK 

ACTIVITIES 



ORIENTATION STUDY

preliminary soil investigation ïresearch the 
sources (historical study) and confirm the presence
of pollution

CHARACTERISATION STUDY + (RISK EVALUATION)

determine as accurately as possible the type, the 

magnitude and the impacts of the pollution 
present in the soil/groundwater + is there a risk?

SOIL REMEDIATION PROJECT

restore the state of the soil to one that is 
compatible with its use.

SOIL REMEDIATION WORKS and FINAL

REPORT

Soil
Control 

Certificate

2.2 Procedures & Definitions : 

Remediation several stages



2.2 Procedures & Definitions : Obligation 

to clean up the soil /remediation objectives

ÅNew : remediation must tend towards the 

reference values (depends on the polluant)

ÅHistorical : remediation if risk occurrence



Walloon code of good practices (since 2013)

2.1 Method & Content (studies) 

ÅReference Guide for the Orientation study

Å Dev : Method for Historical study of the site & report simplification

ÅReference Guide for the Characterisation study : 

Å Dev : Simplification of the method and the reporting

ÅReference Guide for the Risk study : S- risk harmonization with

the other Regions (Brussels and Flanders)

ÅReference Guide for the Remediation Project : Gama
(Batneec ïsustainable remediation method)

ÅIn progress (Premaz : specify guide for fuel oil tanks)



2.2 Studies instructions : HOW?

ÅChecklist for each stage of the process of soil remediation

ÅBased

o on the report content as described in the Walloon Code 

of Good Practices +

o Decretal requirements

ÅDecisions

Å CONFORMITY  : 52% (734 CCS)

Å NOT IN CONFORMITY  : 13%

Å SUPPLEMENTS NECESSARY : 35 %



% 52

% 13

% 35

DECISIONS - studies

Conformity Non in conformity Supplements



2.2 How many studies/projets have been 

instructed since 2010 - 2013?



Focus : Soil Control Certificate contents

ÅCadastral land plot : « parcelle cadastrale »

ÅIdentification of the holder/ his obligations

ÅUse of the field

ÅStatus of the soil (clean up, residual pollution) 

ïwhich specific values? (valeurs praticulières)

ÅSafety measures / follow-up

ÅA map



2.3 Information

ÅSoil status Database =« SSBD » 

(BDES) (= Inventory made of several

registers)

ÅSSBD use : administration decision for 

permit delivery/stopping of activity / 

bankrupcy, trigger for soil investigations, 

information for sellers/buyers through

notaries,é



Soil Decree
~350

Gasstations
~2400

Réhabilitations
~1300

Old procedures
~700

Old Maps
~6000

Permits
~6000

Cadastral land status
~25000

Brownfields
~350

3. Information : the Inventory


